Soil Association

Horticulture Standards Committee
14" November 2007 Summary Minutes

Present: Jill Vaughan (Chair), Jenny Usher, Tim Deane, Chris Taylor.

Staff present: Francis Blake, Lucy Murton, Ken Hayes, Ben Raskin, Sarah Hathway, Sally Williamson (part), Isabel
Griffiths (part).

Apologies: Nicette Ammar, Richard Bowers, Anne Evans, Emma Garrod, Matthew Wilson, Margi Lennartsson.

1.  Minutes of meeting of 20 February and matters arising
The minutes were approved.

Preventing clearance of Primary Habitat — this did not go forward for consultation due to concerns about wording.
It will be going out to consultation next year instead.

Potassium bicarbonate — there was general support for approving potassium bicarbonate. The application process
to the EU was ongoing.

Bacillus thuringiensis - The strains used by Bt manufacturers are not those used on cotton. Monsanto has
apparently stated that Bt will become useless in 20-25 years due to resistance building up from its use in GM
crops.

2. Changes to the HSC and grower representation following governance review
The committee discussed the governance review and the proposal for grower representation on the standards
board and made a number of comments and suggestions.

The committee proposed that membership of the horticulture standards committee should be drawn from the
following groups: licensees, consumers, research organisations, consultants.

3. Brainstorm on horticulture standards development areas

3.1 Discussion on priority areas for future horticulture standards development

The committee identified the priorities that should be part of a major review of the horticulture standards, grouping
them into main areas:

= Protected cropping

= Inputs

= Soil and nutrient management

= Cross cutting issues

= Organic seed breeding (after 2009).

3.2 Protected cropping standards

The committee concluded that there was a need to develop protected cropping standards:

- they should include wider agricultural and processing energy use

- they should include rotations (with limited scope)

- they should be relevant to European conditions, perhaps by being more principle-based

- the areas to cover are: growing media, rotation, soil sterilisation, crop nutrition, heat and light and energy use,
CO, supplementation, irrigation and water management, scale (e.qg. infrastructure, impact on the local
environment, planning permission).

The work should start in 2009.
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4, Issues from Soil Association Certification Ltd

4.1 Plant extracts

The Soil Association standards are more restrictive than the EU regulation on the use of plant extracts. This
proposal would give more flexibility, but still would require permission. The committee agreed in principle but this
would need to wait until the general review of the horticulture standards.

4.2 Addition of biologicals for insect control
Withdrawn as already covered under the standards.

4.3 Review of iron Ill phosphate

SACL would like licensees to seek permission for using iron Ill phosphate to build up a picture of need. The

committee agreed:

- toputan article in Certification News emphasising the importance of seeking permission, to build the picture,
and therefore the case for this product

- to consider putting a question in the annual questionnaire to try and record accurate data

- to continue recording info in 2008, as 2007 was an unusually wet season and slugs were a major problem

4.4 Cleaning and hygiene for mushroom growing houses
Agreed to send to consultation.

5. Composts approved/permitted for plant raising and pot-herbs
Held over to a future meeting.

6. Bumblebee sub-species Bombus terrestris dalmatinus as pollinator
There is a possibility that this sub-species could escape into the wild and survive. This could be a problem and the
issue needs keeping under review. The standards department to investigate further.

7. Any other business

7.1 Watercress in Portugal

There is a watercress production system in Portugal which uses bore hole water (not allowed in our standards
except for top up). However, they recycle this water so there is very little abstraction, but they do need to
supplement with nutrients. This will be considered by SACL and brought back to the committee.
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