
Summary of proposed changes to Soil Association packaging standards, 2023:   

These proposed changes will apply to Soil Association Great Britain standards and Soil Association Northern Ireland standards. They are listed 

below with the changes to the existing standards and guidance displayed for reference. We are consulting on all substantive changes to the 

standards, but not on all changes to the guidance. Note this is not an exhaustive list of our packaging standards, this document only features 

standards where there are proposed changes to the standards or guidance.  

 If you have any views or feedback on the proposed changes to guidance, then please contact us standards@soilassociation.org or add your 

comments under part 12 of the consultation survey https://soilassociation.typeform.com/packaging 

Key: new wording shown as underlined. Any removed content shown as strikethrough 

1. Packaging scope 

We propose some small updates to the resources signposted in the scope guidance. No substantive changes are proposed to the standard. 

Proposed changes: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

 

mailto:standards@soilassociation.org
https://soilassociation.typeform.com/packaging
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/packaging-waste-prepare-for-extended-producer-responsibility
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/packaging/legis.htm


• 
 

 

2. Cellulose based materials standard 

We propose some rewording of standard to ensure greater clarity of scope as this standard is focused on chlorine bleached paper and 

cardboard rather than ‘cellulose based materials’. No substantive changes are proposed to the standard. 

Proposed changes: 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/packaging/legis.htm
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/make-a-green-claim
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-to-collect-your-packaging-data-for-extended-producer-responsibility#packaging-class-data
https://oprl.org.uk/what-we-do/


 

 

3. Aluminium foils standard 

We propose to lift the existing restriction on the use of aluminium foils given there is more recent evidence that suggests no causal link 

between aluminium food contact materials and Alzheimer’s disease. Therefore, we propose to remove the standard.  

Proposed changes: 

  

 

4. Plastic materials, coatings, dyes or inks containing phthalates standard 

We propose to extend the restriction on the use of phthalates to all packaging not just food-contact materials given there is a risk to human 

and environmental health associated with the escape of phthalates from the material to which they are added. 

Proposed changes: 



 

 

 

 

 

5. PVC standard 

We propose to extend the restriction on the use of PVC to include all chlorinated plastics. This would mean that any licensee using 

chlorinated plastics such as PVdC will be required to remove it from use and those using PVC overwraps will be required to find alternatives 

given there are widely available functional alternatives on the market. 

Proposed changes: 

 
• 

• 

https://marketplace.chemsec.org/


 

 

 

6. Non-GM packaging standard 

We propose to amend the guidance to tackle the specific verification challenges with demonstrating compliance with this standard. 

Guidance will also be updated to include the new plant-based sources of packaging materials that are now on the market. 

Proposed changes: 

- 
- 



 

- 
- 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

https://www.soilassociation.org/certification/food-drink/certification-resources/products/
https://www.nongmoproject.org/


 

 

Proposed new standards:  

Below we outline four newly proposed standards and associated guidance for consideration. To give your feedback on these changes please 

visit our consultation https://soilassociation.typeform.com/packaging or for further detailed feedback write to standards@soilassociation.org.  

 

 

 

 

https://soilassociation.typeform.com/packaging
mailto:standards@soilassociation.org
https://www.soilassociation.org/certification/forestry/resources-for-certificate-holders/paper-packaging-resources/


  

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-to-collect-your-packaging-data-for-extended-producer-responsibility#packaging-class-data
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-to-collect-your-packaging-data-for-extended-producer-responsibility#packaging-class-data


 

- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

 

 

https://marketplace.chemsec.org/

