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Machine oils – risk assessment


Global Organic Textile Standard requirement:
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Global Organic Textile Standard definitions:
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Description automatically generated]
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Purpose of this form:
Since v7.0 of the standard, the element of risk can be taken into consideration in certification decisions.

Please review your systems (whether the oil is heavy metal free, whether it could ever come into contact with GOTS Goods, what mitigation measures you have in place to avoid contamination, and whether those measures are effective) and submit details of your risk assessment using the template below.

Please complete one form per oil and per machine and submit a new form to fashion.textiles@soilassociation.org whenever there is an update.

We will then review your assessment of risk and communicate next steps.

	About the machine

	Machine name
	Click or tap here to enter the machine name.


	Describe what the machine does
	Click or tap here to enter the function of the machinery.



	
	About the machine oil

	Oil name
	Click or tap here to enter the oil name.


	Purpose of oil
	Click or tap here to enter the function of the oil.





	Review

	Oil applied to which part(s) of machine
	Click or tap here to enter the position(s) of the oil in the machinery.


	I confirm we have carried out a review to determine whether the machine oil named on page 1 could come into contact with GOTS Goods.

As a result of our review, we conclude that

☐ the machine is used for weaving, spinning, sewing, embroidery, or knitting (attachment 1 or attachments 2 + 3 required)

☐ the machine oil is intended to come into contact with GOTS Goods (attachment 1 or attachments 2 + 3 required)

☐ we conclude that GOTS Goods could not be contaminated with heavy metals whilst the product is under our control because the machine oil is heavy metal free (attachment 1 or attachments 2 + 3 required)

☐ we conclude that GOTS Goods could not be contaminated with heavy metals whilst the product is under our control because:
Click or tap here to enter all the reasons why you believe you have effective measures in place to prevent machine oils from contaminating of GOTS Goods.

☐ other: Click or tap here to enter text.

Important please note: If the machine oil is not verified as ‘heavy metal free’ and comes into contact with the GOTS goods unintentionally (for example because of a leak). The GOTS goods would be contaminated and could not be sold as GOTS certified product.  


	Attachments
	☐ 1- we have enclosed a copy of the oil’s GOTS Letter of Approval which demonstrates it meets the standard’s requirement

☐ 2- we have enclosed a copy of the oil’s SDS which shows there are no functional heavy metals within the oil

☐ 3- we have enclosed a copy of the oil’s heavy metal analysis, demonstrating that all substances listed on page 1 were tested, and they do not exceed the limits set by the standard

☐ 4- we have enclosed photographic or diagrammatic evidence to support our assessment

	Name & position
	Click or tap here to enter your name and role within the organisation.
	Company name
	Click or tap here to enter your company name.

	Today’s date
	Click or tap to enter a date.
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4.26.9 General Requirement for Machine Oils

a. Machine Oils which may come in contact with GOTS Goods during processing/
manufacturing stages, along the GOTS supply chain shall be Heavy Metal-Free.
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GOTS Goods

Textile goods (finished or intermediate) produced in compliance with GOTS
(and properly labelled, as applicable) by a Certified Entity and certified by
an Approved Certifier.

Heavy Metal Free

An Input is considered as 'Heavy Metal Free' if it does not contain heavy
metals as a functional constituent and any impurity contained does not
exceed the following limit values (as set by ETAD for dyes):

Antimony: 50 mg/kg, Arsenic: 50 mg/kg, Barium: 100 mg/kg, Cadmium: 20
mg/kg, Cobalt: 500 mg/kg, Copper: 250 mg/kg, Chromium: 100 mg/kg, Iron:
2500 mg/kg, Lead: 100 mg/kg, Manganese: 1000 mg/kg, Nickel: 200 mg/kg,
Mercury: 4 mg/kg, Selenium: 20 mg/kg, Silver: 100 mg/kg, Zinc: 1500
mg/kg, Tin: 250 mg/kg

Special Limits for Pigments: Cadmium: 50 mg/kg; Mercury: 25 mg/kg.
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Oil intended essentially for lubrication of machines and machine parts used
Machine Oil for processing of GOTS Goods, including but not limited to spinning,
weaving, knitting etc. and which may come in contact with GOTS Goods.
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