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Application to use non-organic seed

This form should be used for single varieties of seed, grass/forage seed mixes, seed potatoes and other planting material. Please read the guidance and the notes below when completing the form. Once complete, please email the form along with your licence number and any deadlines for approval to farming.growing@soilassociation.org.

The current EU regulation (EC 889/2008) states that organic seeds must be used in preference to non-organic seeds. Non-organic seed is only permitted where an organic alternative is not available. If you wish to use non-organic seed, you will need to provide suitable justification (point 3 in the guidance) and await our approval before making any purchases. Failure to do this will result in a non-compliance and may lead to the organic status of the crop being lost.

Guidance 

1. To check the current availability of organic seeds, please visit www.organicXseeds.co.uk  

2. Single-seed varieties - If organic seed is not available for the variety you require and alternative varieties of the same crop are not suitable, we can consider your request to use non-organic seed, depending on the justification given. Approval is required for home-saved, non-organic seed.

3.   Reasons for permission request (you will need to pick one from the list below)
(a) No varieties of the crop that I want to grow are registered in the UK organic seed database.  
(b) The seed supplier is unable to deliver the seed before sowing despite ordering the seed in reasonable time.
(c) The variety that I want to use is not available organically and I can demonstrate that none of the organically available varieties are suitable for my production (you must give the reasons why they are not suitable in the justification box).
(d) Research purposes - only select if you are trialling the variety as part of an academic/official trial
· To test in small-scale field trials
· For variety conservation. 
(e) The seed is part of a grass/clover or other forage mix (please see below)

4. Grass/clover and forage mixes - Where the mix is 70% organic or more, permission can be obtained after purchase. Permission for mixes of less than 70% will only be given in exceptional circumstances. Please note, Defra have agreed that the percentage of organic seed in grass and forage mixes can temporarily be reduced to 50% in 2026. This is down from the previous 70%.  Where suitable mixes with more than 50% organic inclusion are available, these still must be used. Arable silage and wholecrop mixes are excluded from this change and the minimum organic content for those mixes will remain at 70%.

5. Treated seed is only permitted if it’s treated/coated with a substance listed in sections 2.5 and 2.6 of the standards.

	Licence Number:       
	Farm Name:       

	
Variety Name


	
Crop Group Type
	
Seed Volume

(whole numbers only)
	
Unit 

(seeds, g, kg)
	
Derogation reason

(a – e)
	
Justification for use of non-organic seed

Please list organic varieties you have tried and state why they were unsuitable – not required for reason (a) or (e)
	
Proposed planting date

	Nairobi
	Carrot
	2000
	Seeds
	c -The variety that I want to use is not available organically and I can demonstrate that none of the organically available varieties are suitable for my production
	We have grown Autumn King, Berlicum and Nantes before. None of them performed well on our land. We had issues with carrot fly and bolting. This variety is more resistant to carrot fly.
	May 2025

	     
	     
	     
	   	    	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	   	    	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	   	    	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	   	    	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	   	    	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	   	    	     
	     



For help completing the form, please see guidance above, or call the producer certification team on 0117 914 2412.
Soil Association Certification Limited, Spear House, 51 Victoria Street, Bristol BS1 6AD
T 0117 914 2412   E farming.growing@soilassociation.org   W www.soilassociation.org/certification
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