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The living soil
Our lives depend on soil, the top few inches of our planet. It 
is home to a quarter of all known species and holds the water 
and nutrients that plants need to grow, feeding us and future 
generations. Yet our runaway food system is pushing it to the 
limit.

Organic matter is the dark compost-like part of the soil made 
from those species and their remnants. It is essential because it 
helps plants get nutrients and holds soil together. It is also fragile, 
and affected by how we farm. In some farmland it has been 
pushed so low the soil is a hair’s breadth from being a dust bowl. 
Instead of teeming with life, the soil is blowing away or washing 
down rivers, killing fish and causing flooding. 

Together we can rebuild Britain’s soils to bring our fields and 
rivers to life, and work with others to tackle the escalating global 
crisis in soils.

Our ambition
Our soils need more organic matter. In the UK we want to see it 
increase by at least 20%, on average, over the next 20 years. This 
builds a foundation for wildlife as so many food chains start in the 
soil, cushions our food supply against droughts and floods, and 
locks up as much greenhouse gas as taking nearly a million cars 
off the road. 

The solution
To achieve this, most farmers need longer, more diverse crop 
rotations, and to keep their soil covered with plants over winter. 
While some already do this, only regulation will make it the 
norm. We need to influence the Westminster policy makers and 
devolved administrations who will shape the payments made to 
farmers in a post-EU Britain, to ensure that the rules build in a 
requirement to care for our soils. 

Making a difference
We work with thousands of organic farmers. On average, they 
have at least 20% more organic matter in their soils than their 
neighbours. That is how we know our goal is possible.

By supporting the Soil Association, you have already prompted 
government to rethink subsidies that damage soil. It is reviewing 
a double subsidy for harmful maize production exposed in our 
‘Runaway Maize’ report.

How your pledge can help now
Now is our chance to influence whatever replaces the Common 
Agricultural Policy, which is likely to continue to use billions of 
taxpayers’ pounds to affect how famers farm across Britain. The 
next two years will be a vital window, so it is urgent we shore up 
our policy team to tackle the new challenges ahead.  

We urgently need a crack team in Westminster and devolved 
administrations, and possibly still Brussels, to make the case 
for soils at each of many hundreds of meetings that will shape 
this new policy framework. We need to corral the science, brief 
politicians, run events and find creative ways to bring farmers and 
nature to the table. This gives us a fighting chance to influence 
how billions of public pounds will be spent annually on farming in 
the UK.  

This lobbying will unlock the bigger resources and build the 
alliances to achieve real improvements on the ground, in the UK 
and internationally, at the scale and pace needed. For instance, 
we need to rapidly reskill thousands of agronomists, land agents 
and other advisors who influence how farmers treat 17 million 
hectares of farmland soil in the UK alone.


