[image: A black circle with a logo

Description automatically generated][image: W:\Marketing\Public\2014\Certification Brand Assets\Logos\SA Certification Logo\SA Certification Logo\SA Certification WEB RGB LOGOS\SA_Certification_Logo_RGB.jpg]
   



 Non-GM declaration for Approved Inputs

The Soil Association Approved Inputs standards (1.9.2) prohibit the use of genetically modified organisms (GMOs)* and products derived from them in the production of products approved for use in organic systems. As a licensee, you must seek confirmation from your supplier(s) that the materials they use are not genetically modified, derived from GMOs or produced using GMOs or their derivatives, and that all reasonable steps have been taken to avoid contamination from GMOs or their derivatives. This is to ensure accountability and traceability, and to provide consumers with a credible guarantee.
In order to approve the use of an uncertified non-organic raw material or processing aid for use in an SA-approved product, we request that the supplier complete the following declaration. Where more than one ingredient and supplier are being used to manufacture the end ingredient or processing aid, a copy of this form will need to be completed by each supplier. A non-GM declaration must be available for each constituent ingredient.

Please sign the declaration below (or ask your supplier to sign it) and send it in with any relevant documentation.

	Declaration

	I hereby declare that the product named below is not derived from or produced using GMOs or their derivatives, and that all reasonable steps have been taken to avoid contamination from GMOs or their derivatives, and that this has been verified by the following measures:

	☐
	Traceability/identify preservation (IP) system (including adequate separation). A summary flow chart or copy of the certificates for this process is attached.

	☐
	Independent audit. Certification body:                     (a copy of the summary audit may be required).

	☐
	Equivalent declaration from previous supplier, or ingredient suppliers. A copy of the declaration is enclosed.

	☐
	PCR testing** to the tolerance limit of 0.1%. 

	
	Other (e.g. description of production techniques and details of raw materials and processing aids used).

	Name of product
	     

	Product supplied to (please detail licence number, if known)
	     

	Forename and surname
	          
	Position
	     

	Company name and address and email address
	     

	Signature
	     
	Date
	     

	Name
	[bookmark: Text1]     

	I have completed this form electronically and confirm I am in agreement with the declaration above.
	[bookmark: Check2]|_|


*	Genetically modified organisms defined in Article 2(2) of Directive 2001/18/EC and in the Soil Association standards for organic farming and production. A declaration that the product is free from GMOs as defined in Directive 2001/18/EC alone is not sufficient.
**	Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) is a molecular biology technique which creates millions of copies of genetic material from a single molecule. 

Please note. The validity of this declaration will expire 12 months from the date signed. SA Certification will send chases for renewal declaration when it expires. It is important that this declaration is renewed in time in order for us to continue to certify those products containing the material.

Please refer to the guidance information provided below.


Guidance information

Please read the information below to find out which of your ingredients this declaration applies to. 

1. Organic raw materials  
All organic raw materials must be produced without gene technology in order to be certified organic, so non-GM declarations are therefore not needed for these products.

2. Non-organic raw materials
For all non-organic raw materials, the original organism which produced that material must be free of gene technology, irrespective of whether or not it is detectable in the final product. The original organism is defined as the last organism that accomplishes an essential conversion of the raw material. This means, for example, that:
· the maize plants used for maize glucose must not be of GM stock                                        
· the soy plants used for soy lecithin must not be of GM stock
· the micro-organisms used to produce enzymes must not be GM

3. Processing of non-organic raw materials 
For the time being, the processing needed to convert non-organic organisms into permitted non-organic raw materials and any associated processing aids do not need to be considered. For example, substrates on which organisms are grown need not be considered at present. Therefore, declarations are currently not required for materials used in the production of non-organic ingredients. However, the Soil Association does encourage the elimination of GMOs from all ingredients of organic products and will be closely monitoring the practicalities of requiring their elimination in the longer term.

4. Multi-ingredient, non-organic raw materials
Many permitted raw materials consist of more than one ingredient. The producer of a multi-ingredient, non-organic product must provide declarations for all its ingredients and demonstrate that the original organisms for those ingredients are non-GM. 

5. Processing aids
The non-GM declaration must be completed for all processing aids.
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